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Abstract: 

The overwhelming temporal scale of climate change complicates traditional conceptions of 

time, specifically in the relationships between past, present, and future. The resulting 

sense of disorientation is further exacerbated by the way in which thinking about climate 

change requires us to reconsider the significance of the past in light of new knowledge in 

the present. In this sense, established ways of thinking and acting become compromised 

when they are shown to stem from and be complicit in destructive systems. Yet, 

anticipating the hindsight of the future is exactly what the dystopian novel has always 

attempted to do. By offering speculative visions of worlds radically altered by climate 

change, the ecodystopian narrative not only aims to make the consequences of current 

environmental exploitation more tangible, but also transforms future into past in a switch 

of perspective which encourages a more critical view of the present.  

 

This paper explores the representation of ‘future-as-past’ in dystopian fiction and its 

capacity to address the temporal disruption of the global warming narrative, focusing on 

the specific example of Maggie Gee’s post-apocalyptic dystopian novel The Ice People 

(1998).1 Gee’s decision to represent a quick-acting ice age allows her to concentrate the 

tensions at the heart of the current global warming crisis, including the realisation that 

knowledge has arrived too late. My analysis looks at the self-reflective use of the 

retrospective narrative and how it shapes our encounter with the events of the novel. I 

furthermore explore how the protagonist Saul’s use of memory and storytelling play a vital 

role in the construction of the dystopian counter-narrative, serving as a tool for assigning 

meaning and significance to past actions and failures to act. These narrative strategies of 

recovery and reconstruction allow Saul to make sense of his place in a time and space 

radically altered by climate change. 

 

  

 
1 The characterisation of ‘future-as-past’ is defined by Adam Stock in ‘The Future-as-Past in Dystopian Fiction’, 
Poetics Today, 37.3 (2016), 415-442. 


