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Abstract 

As speculative visions of an ecodystopian future, Paolo Bacigalupi’s The Windup Girl (2009) 

and Jeanette Winterson’s The Stone Gods (2007) confront the geopolitics of what Frederick 

Buell has characterised as a ‘gothic predatory capitalism’ and its role in the interwoven 

social, cultural, economic, and ecological networks at play within the current 

environmental crisis. In their novels, both Winterson and Bacigalupi question humanity’s 

responsibility for and response to global climate change, exploring the key conflicts that 

have arisen between environmental discourse and capitalist goals. Significantly, in their 

depictions of future planets subjugated to ongoing exploitation and pollution, these two 

authors develop sophisticated ecodystopian visions that attempt to move away from the 

overly apocalyptic tone which dominates much of the genre, instead exploring the 

possibility of posthuman futures that embrace change. 

 

Taking Bacigalupi and Winterson’s critique of global neo-liberal economics as my starting 

point, my paper presents how The Windup Girl and The Stone Gods challenge the values 

that lie at the core of the Anthropocene. I will explore how both novelists draw links 

between historical colonisation and contemporary economic exploitation in order to 

present the capitalist system as merely an ongoing manifestation of the imperialist 

mission, with both social and environmental consequences. As well as critiquing the 

exploitative nature of the capitalist system, Winterson and Bacigalupi also address the 

ideal of technological innovation that it supports, questioning the role of technology within 

humanity’s response to environmental questions. In particular, I will argue that both 

authors reject the idea that such innovation equals progress or that is has the ability to 

address environmental concerns. Indeed, I will conclude my paper by discussing how both 

authors use themes of repetition and resurrection to reject these ideals, instead 

emphasising how anthropogenic ideas of progress have preserved the status-quo and 

hindered humanity’s ability to adapt to changing environmental circumstances.  
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