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Abstract 

Global warming is a process that has ignited the authorial imagination. However, it has 

also posed a challenge to the traditional capacity of the novel in both form and style, and 

consequently the question of literature’s ability to represent, mediate, and challenge 

climate change has become a much-debated topic. Published in 1987, George Turner’s 

The Sea and the Summer is one of the first and most enduring examples of climate change 

fiction, positioned on the cusp of the initial wave of political and literary interest in the 

issue of global warming. Turner’s vision of a twenty-first century overcome by rising sea 

levels portrays how the devastating environmental changes enacted by climate change 

are translated into equally disastrous consequences for the economy, society, and ethics 

of the modern world. 

Taking up the question of literature’s capacity to represent and engage with climate 

change, my paper argues that George Turner’s The Sea and Summer attempts to 

dramatize the conflicts and difficulties inherent in perceiving and communicating the reality 

of global warming. In particular, my paper will focus on the literary techniques employed 

by Turner, such as his use of polyphonic narrative and first-person perspective, and how 

they shape the reader’s encounter with climate change within the novel. Furthermore, I 

will explore how Turner’s use of framing and retrospective narrative structures help create 

a self-reflexive critique which questions contemporary attitudes towards environmental 

politics, as well as reflecting back on the representational capacity of the novel itself. 

Finally, I will conclude my paper by discussing some of the criticisms levelled against The 

Sea and Summer, contextualising the novel’s perceived shortcomings and contradictions 

within current debates around literary representations of climate change. 

 

 


